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Country Fact Folder

Official name: Democratic Republic of the Congo
Common name(s):DR Congo, Congo-Kinshasa, DRC
(Wikipedia)

Flag:
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Description:

Sky blue field divided diagonally from the lower hoist corner to upper fly corner by a red stripe bordered by two narrow yellow stripes; a yellow, five-pointed star appears in the upper hoist corner; blue represents peace and hope, red the blood of the country's martyrs, and yellow the country's wealth and prosperity; the star symbolizes unity and the brilliant future for the country.
 (CIA - The World Factbook --Zaire)

Geography

Location: Central Africa, northeast of Angola (CIA)
(i.e. in the Middle East, between X country and Y country, north of Z river)

Map:
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(CIA - The World Factbook --Zaire)
Area:

a) Total: 2,344,858 sq km 
b)  Land: 2,267,048 sq km
c) Water: 77,810 sq km
(CIA)

Bordering nations:

total: 10,730 km

border countries: Angola 2,511 km (of which 225 km is the boundary of Angola's discontiguous Cabinda Province), Burundi 233 km, Central African Republic 1,577 km, Republic of the Congo 2,410 km, Rwanda 217 km, South Sudan 628 km, Tanzania 459 km, Uganda 765 km, Zambia 1,930 km 

(CIA)

Natural resources, including well-known rivers, mountains, deserts, etc:
cobalt, copper, niobium, tantalum, petroleum, industrial and gem diamonds, gold, silver, zinc, manganese, tin, uranium, coal, hydropower, timber

(CIA)
People

Population:

a) Total: 75,507,308 (July 2013 est.)
b) Male: 37,630,328
c) Female: 37,876,980
(CIA)

Population growth rate (how quickly the population grows): 2.579% (2012 est.)
Birth rate (of X babies born, the % that survives): 37.05 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
Life expectancy (for how many years is the average person able to live):

total population: 55.74 years male: 54.28 years/female: 57.23 years (2012 est.) 

(CIA)

What are the biggest ethnic groups?

Bantu

(CIA)

What are the most common religions? 

Roman Catholic

(CIA)
Most common language(s) spoken:

French

(CIA)

How to say “hello” in most common language(s):

Bonjour!

Literacy (the % of people who can read and write):

a) Total: 66.8%
b) Male: 76.9%
c) Female: 57% (2012 est.)
(CIA)
Government

Government type:
(i.e. representative democracy, constitutional monarchy)
Republic

(CIA)

Capital: Kinshasa
Major cities: Kinshasa, Lubumbashi, Mbuji-Mayi, Kananga, Kisangani
(CIA)
Independence (what year was the country established as a modern nation-state?):

30 June 1960 (from Belgium)

(CIA)

Key political leaders:
(i.e. President: Barack Obama)
President: Joseph KABILA (since 17 January 2001)
(CIA)
Participation in regional organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements:
(i.e. NATO, ASEAN, NAFTA)
ACP, AfDB, AU, CEPGL, COMESA, EITI

(CIA)
Participation in international organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements:
(i.e. Kyoko Protocol, United Nations, Genocide Convention) 
FAO, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO

accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction with reservations; accepts ICCt jurisdiction
(CIA)
Describe the country’s position and influence in its region:
(i.e. for China, you can say that it is an economic and political leader in Asia)
DR Congo air is more developed in the Middle African region.

(CIA)
Describe the country’s position and influence internationally:

(i.e. you can say that India is one of the rising economies in the world but is not at a point where it can be called a world leader in terms of economic, military, or political influence ) 
Congo's mineral better known in the international arena, it is the economic pillar of the Congo.

(CIA)
Economy

GDP:  $27.53 billion as of year 2012
GDP per capita: $400 as of year 2012

(CIA)
Agricultural products:

coffee, sugar, palm oil, rubber, tea, cotton, cocoa, quinine, cassava (manioc), bananas, plantains, peanuts, root crops, corn, fruits; wood products

(CIA)
Industries:

mining (copper, cobalt, gold, diamonds, coltan, zinc, tin, tungsten), mineral processing, consumer products (textiles, plastics, footwear, cigarettes), metal products, processed foods and beverages, timber, cement, commercial ship repair

(CIA)
What does the country import and export?
Imports: foodstuffs, mining and other machinery, transport equipment, fuels
Exports: diamonds, copper, gold, cobalt, wood products, crude oil, coffee
(CIA)
Which countries are your country’s biggest trade partners?
China 
(48.1%)
(CIA)
Currency: Congolese Francs (CDF)

Exchange rate: 920 CDF = 1 USD
(CIA)
Military
Military branches (the different parts of the military):

(i.e. Turkish Armed Forces, Turkish Land Forces) 
Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo: Army, National Navy (La Marine Nationale), Congolese Air Force (Force Aerienne Congolaise, FAC)
(CIA)
Manpower available for military service:

a) Total: 20,499,951
b) Males: 10,168,258

c) Females: 10,331,693
(CIA)
Military expenditures (% of GDP):

1.2% of GDP (2012)
(CIA)
International Issues

Military, political, and border disputes:
(i.e. my country is fighting with Y country over who the Z river belongs to)
the location of the boundary in the broad Congo River with the Republic of the Congo is indefinite except in the Pool Malebo/Stanley Pool area

Economic disputes:
(A country wants to sell oil to B country with no tax, but B country will not agree) 
Years after the war just become, the arduous task of national reconstruction.


Environmental problems: 
(i.e. pollution, melting glaciers)
poaching threatens wildlife populations; water pollution; deforestation; refugees responsible for significant deforestation, soil erosion, and wildlife poaching; mining of minerals

(CIA)
Illicit trade (drugs, weapons, people, etc):

(i.e. heroine, machine guns) 
cannabis, money laundering

(CIA)
Refugees and displaced persons:
(i.e. 2,000+ people with no citizenship) 
refugees (country of origin): 71,815 (Angola); 52,443 (Rwanda); 9,376 (Burundi) (2012); 29,000 (Central African Republic) (2013)

IDPs
: 2,665,021

(CIA)
Other disputes and issues:

territory

CIA 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cg.html 


Make sure every entry has a citation, and that you write everything in your own words.
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�Rewrite using your own words. 


�?


�Is there anything else you can add here?


�Import or export?


�So which countries are fighting with DR Congo about the boundaries of the Congo River?


�Where is the citation?


�I don’t understand this – did you use online translation? This sentences doesn’t make any sense. 


�What is this?


�Not proper citations. Please redo the works cited pages and ask me for help.
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