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Country Fact Folder
Official name:        The Multinational States of Bolivia
Common name(s): Bolivia
Flag: 
Geography
· Location:

Bolivia is a landlocked country located in central South America.  Northeast border with Brazil, southeast junction to Paraguay, south bounded by Argentina, southwest neighborhood Chile and Peru.
· Map:
· Area[1]:   
a) Total Area:     1,098,581 km2, ranked 27th  in the world.
b)  Land Area:    1,084,629 km2 
c) Water Area:   13,952 km2, equivalent to 1.27% of the total area.
· Bordering nations:
Peru
Chile

Argentina

Paraguay

Brazil
People

· Population:

a) Total: 
  10.62 million (2013)
b) Male[2]: 
  5.1 million (2001)   
c) Female[3]: 5.12 million (2001)
· Population growth rate (how quickly the population grows):     26.31‰   
· Birth rate (of X babies born, the % that survives):                      4‰
· Life expectancy (for how many years is the average person able to live):  66.34 years
· What are the biggest ethnic groups?    
Indians
· What are the most common religions? 
Catholicism, Protestantism

· Most common language(s) spoken: 
Spanish
· How to say “hello” in most common language(s): ¡hola
· Literacy (the % of people who can read and write):

a) Total:        90% (data in 2010)    
b) Male:
      not applicable
c) Female:     not applicable
Government
· Government type:       Republican presidential system
· Capital:                      The official capital is Sucre, while the actual political center is La Paz,

La Paz is the highest elevation capital city in the world[4].
· Major cities:  
        Sucre, Santa Cruz, La Paz
· Independence (what year was the country established as a modern nation-state?):                     

Aug 6, 1825
· Key political leaders:    President Juan Evo Morales Ayma
· Participation in regional organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements[5]:
(i.e. NATO, ASEAN, NAFTA)
a) Organization of America States
b) ALBA – America League of Bolivar Alliance
· Participation in international organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements[6]:
a) OPEC – Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
b) Non-Aligned Movement

c) WTO – World Trade Organization
· Describe the country’s position and influence in its region:
Bolivia is the poorest country in Latin America.  It is result from the high degree of corruption and colonial culture in the history of Bolivia.   Meanwhile, it is also the origin of South America ancient culture.   In the region, it is the major exporting country for mining products.    However, it needs to import foods by large quantities.   Bolivia keeps traditional good relationships with the countries in the region, and is the active member to drive the region integration.

· Describe the country’s position and influence internationally:
Bolivia is rich in natural resources.   It works very hard to open its natural gas export market, and has built trading relationship with more than 80 countries and regions in the world.   
Economy

· GDP:  23 billion USD

                        as of year: 2011
· GDP per capita: 2,283 USD                                as of year: 2011
· Agricultural products:     Rice, wheat, potato and soybean
· Industries:  Food, Textile, Leather, Wine-making, Tobacco, Mining
· What does the country import and export?
Export: Minerals, Natural gas, leather and garlic   
Import: Raw materials, consumer goods, machinery and transport equipment
· Which countries are your country’s biggest trade partners?
Brazil, the United States, Argentina, Columbia, Venezuela
· Currency:   Bolivian Boliviano (BOB)

· Exchange rate:    1 USD = 7.07 BOB
1 BOB  = 0.8949 RMB[7]   
Military
· Military branches (the different parts of the military):

Bolivian Army Force
Bolivian Navy Force
Bolivian Air Force
Bolivian Police

· Manpower available for military service:

a) Total:      40 thousand (data in 2005)
b) Males:    not applicable
c) Females: not applicable
· Military expenditures (% of GDP) :  1.6% of GDP  (data in 2011)
International Issues
· Military, political, and border disputes:
My country used to be the colony of Spain for about 300 years, and won back the freedom in the War of Independence in 1825.   

· Economic disputes[8]:
My country had a battle with Chile in 1879.   We were defeated 4 years later and lost large territory in coast area, so we became a landlocked country.   After that, each government has never given up the effort to open the discussion with Chile again to regain the transportation possibility through the sea.   Currently, the mutual relationship between two countries is getting better, and the discussion is in the process.   

My country also had another battle with Paraguay because of the oil resources.   

· Environmental problems: 
My country is paying high attention on the global environment problems resulted from the pollution.   We are also doing deep diving to figure out how the Greenhouse effect and the El Niño phenomenon would bring the bad impact to the agriculture production in the undeveloped countries like us.   We really hope the developed countries can take more responsibilities to solve the global environment problems.
· Illicit trade (drugs, weapons, people, etc):

We are against the drugs.   But we don’t agree that coca is one of them.   We wish the global society can listen to our voice and lift the ban on trade for coca.   
· Refugees and displaced persons:
Because of the poverty of the country, there are about one million Bolivian migrate to other countries, major taking housekeeping job aboard.
· Other disputes and issues:   No
/
Excerpt
The data in this report is major from the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affair of the People’s Republic of China.  (www.fmprc.gov.cn)

Except the followings:

[1]:  from Wikipedia, zh.wikipedia.org/zh-cn/Bolivia
[2]:  from People.com, world.people.com.cn  (2009/7/13)

[3]:  from People.com, world.people.com.cn  (2009/7/13)

[4]:  from Baidu, wapbaike.baidu.com
[5]:  from Wikipedia, zh.wikipedia.org/zh-cn/Bolivia
[6]:  from Wikipedia, zh.wikipedia.org/zh-cn/Bolivia
[7]:  from www.webmasterhome.cn (2013/4/23)
[8]:  from Baidu, wapbaike.baidu.com
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�Did you write this yourself? You should be careful about using vocabulary that you may not really understand. 


�This is not a proper citations page. Please see the citations guide and me for help. 
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