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Country Fact Folder
Official name: The Federal Republic of Germany
Common name(s): Germany
Flag:
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Geography
Location:  Central Europe, bordering the Baltic Sea and the North Sea, between the Netherlands and Poland, south of Denmark. (CIA)
Map:
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Area:

a) Total: 357,022 sq km (CIA)
b)  Land: 348,672 sq km (CIA)
c) Water: 8,350 sq km (CIA)
Bordering nations: Austria 784 km, Belgium 167 km, Czech Republic 815 km, Denmark 68 km, France 451 km, Luxembourg 138 km, Netherlands 577 km, Poland 456 km, Switzerland 334 km (CIA)
Natural resources, including well-known rivers, mountains, deserts, etc:
coal, lignite, natural gas, iron ore, copper, nickel, uranium, potash, salt, construction materials, timber, arable land. (CIA)
People

Population: 81,147,265 (July 2013 est.) (CIA)
a) Total: 81,147,265 (CIA)
b) Male: 39877075 (CIA)
c) Female: 41270190 (CIA)
Population growth rate (how quickly the population grows): -0.2% (2012 est.) (CIA)
Birth rate (of X babies born, the % that survives): 8.33 births/1,000 population (2012 est.) (CIA)

Life expectancy (for how many years is the average person able to live):

Total population: 80.19 years (CIA)

Male: 77.93 years (CIA)
Female: 82.58 years (2012 est.) (CIA)
What are the biggest ethnic groups?

German 91.5%, Turkish 2.4%, other 6.1% (made up largely of Greek, Italian, Polish, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish) (CIA)
What are the most common religions? 
Protestant 34%, Roman Catholic 34%, Muslim 3.7%, unaffiliated or other 28.3%(CIA)
Most common language(s) spoken:

German(CIA)
How to say “hello” in most common language(s):

Hallo
Literacy (the % of people who can read and write):

a) Total: 99%
b) Male: 99%
c) Female: 99% (2003 est.) (CIA)
Government
Government type:
federal republic(CIA)
Capital: Berlin
Major cities: Hamburg, Munich, Cologne, Frankfurt(CIA)
Independence (what year was the country established as a modern nation-state?): 18 January 1871 (establishment of the German Empire); divided into four zones of occupation (UK, US, USSR, and France) in 1945 following World War II; Federal Republic of Germany (FRG or West Germany) proclaimed on 23 May 1949 and included the former UK, US, and French zones; German Democratic Republic (GDR or East Germany) proclaimed on 7 October 1949 and included the former USSR zone; West Germany and East Germany unified on 3 October 1990; all four powers formally relinquished rights on 15 March 1991; notable earlier dates: 10 August 843 (Eastern Francia established from the division of the Carolingian Empire); 2 February 962 (crowning of OTTO I, recognized as the first Holy Roman Emperor) (CIA)

Key political leaders:
Alliance '90/Greens [Claudia ROTH and Cem OEZDEMIR]; Christian Democratic Union or CDU [Angela MERKEL]; Christian Social Union or CSU [Horst SEEHOFER]; Free Democratic Party or FDP [Philipp ROESLER]; Left Party or Die Linke [Katia KIPPING and Bernd RIEXINGER]; Social Democratic Party or SPD [Sigmar GABRIEL] (CIA)

Participation in regional organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements:
ADB (nonregional member), AfDB (nonregional member), Arctic Council (observer), Australia Group, BIS, BSEC (observer), CBSS, CD, CDB, CE, CERN, EAPC, EBRD, ECB, EIB, EITI (implementing country), EMU, ESA, EU, FAO, FATF, G-20, G-5, G-7, G-8, G-10, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC (national committees), ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IGAD (partners), IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC (NGOs), MIGA, NATO, NEA, NSG, OAS (observer), OECD, OPCW, OSCE, Paris Club, PCA, Schengen Convention, SELEC (observer), SICA (observer), UN, UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNIFIL, UNMIL, UNMISS, UNRWA, UNWTO, UPU, WCO, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO, ZC(CIA)

Describe the country’s position and influence in its region:
“A spectre is once again haunting Europe – the spectre of German power,” writes historian Brendan Simms in The New Statesman’s cover story

Economy

GDP:     $3.123 trillion (2012 est.)       as of year(CIA)
GDP per capita:   $39,100 (2012 est.)    as of year(CIA)
Agricultural products: potatoes, wheat, barley, sugar beets, fruit, cabbages; cattle, pigs, poultry(CIA)
Industries: among the world's largest and most technologically advanced producers of iron, steel, coal, cement, chemicals, machinery, vehicles, machine tools, electronics, food and beverages, shipbuilding, textiles(CIA)
What does the country import and export?
Export: motor vehicles, machinery, chemicals, computer and electronic products, electrical equipment, pharmaceuticals, metals, transport equipment, foodstuffs, textiles, rubber and plastic products(CIA)
Import: machinery, data processing equipment, vehicles, chemicals, oil and gas, metals, electric equipment, pharmaceuticals, foodstuffs, agricultural products(CIA)
Which countries are your country’s biggest trade partners?
China is becoming the biggest trade partners. ()

Currency:
EUR(zhidao, baidu)
Exchange rate:

(i.e. RMB 6.1 = USD 1)
Military
Military branches (the different parts of the military):

Federal Armed Forces (Bundeswehr): Army (Heer), Navy (Deutsche Marine, includes naval air arm), Air Force (Luftwaffe), Joint Support Services (Streitkraeftbasis), Central Medical Service (Zentraler Sanitaetsdienst) (2013)
Manpower available for military service:

a) Total: 36417842
b) Males: 18,529,299
c) Females: 17,888,543 (2010 est.)
Military expenditures (% of GDP): 1.5% of GDP (2005 est.)
International Issues
Military, political, and border disputes:
None
Economic disputes:


Environmental problems: 
emissions from coal-burning utilities and industries contribute to air pollution; acid rain, resulting from sulfur dioxide emissions, is damaging forests; pollution in the Baltic Sea from raw sewage and industrial effluents from rivers in eastern Germany; hazardous waste disposal; government established a mechanism for ending the use of nuclear power over the next 15 years; government working to meet EU commitment to identify nature preservation areas in line with the EU's Flora, Fauna, and Habitat directive

Illicit trade (drugs, weapons, people, etc):

source of precursor chemicals for South American cocaine processors; transshipment point for and consumer of Southwest Asian heroin, Latin American cocaine, and European-produced synthetic drugs; major financial center

Refugees and displaced persons:
refugees (country of origin): 110,455 Serbia; 92,986 Turkey; 48,976 Iraq; 39,816 Russia; 30,425 Afghanistan; 24,261 Vietnam; 24,016 Bosnia and Herzegovina; 20,462 Iran; 19,922 Ukraine; 11,724 Sri Lanka; 11,697 Lebanon; 10,155 Syria; 6,368 Azerbaijan; 5,982 Macedonia; 5,146 Democratic Republic of the Congo (2011)
Other disputes and issues:
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�Cut this down – which are the dates that are actually important for you to know? 


�Select 2-3 key leaders


�How about international organizations? Divide up the regional and international organizations. 


�??????????????


�Source?


�What is the exchange rate?


�Germany is one of the European powers that has kept the European Union going. Do some research on this


�Rewrite in your own words


�Rewrite in your own words


�This not proper citations format. You also need a parenthetical citation after each entry. Please check the citations guide and see me for help. 





6

