[image: image1.png]






Country Fact Folder
Official name: Canada
Common name(s): Canada
Flag:


Geography
Location: In the north of North America, north of the United States, between the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean.
(i.e. in the Middle East, between X country and Y country, north of Z river)
Map:
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Area:

a) Total: 9,984,670square kilometers （CIA）
b)  Land: 9093507 square kilometers (CIA)
c) Water: 891163 square kilometers (CIA)
Bordering nations: The United States (CIA)
Natural resources, including well-known rivers, mountains, deserts, etc:
(i.e. Gobi Desert, Nile River)
Niagara Falls, Rocky Mountain, Saint Lawrance River,
People

Population:

a) Total:  34,568,211 (CIA)
b) Male: 1,721,152,000 (CIA)
c) Female: 1,746,319,000 (CIA)
Population growth rate (how quickly the population grows): 0.784% (CIA) 
Birth rate (of X babies born, the % that survives):  
10.28 births/1,000 population,  (CIA)
total: 4.85 deaths/1,000 live births (CIA)
Life expectancy (for how many years is the average person able to live): 80.6 (CIA)
What are the biggest ethnic groups?
(i.e. Turks, Han Chinese)
British Isles origin 28%, French origin 23%, other European 15%, Amerindian 2%, other, mostly Asian, African, Arab 6%, mixed background 26% (CIA)
What are the most common religions? 
(i.e. Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism) 
Roman Catholic 42.6%, Protestant 23.3% (United Church 9.5%, Anglican 6.8%, Baptist 2.4%, Lutheran 2%), other Christian 4.4%, Muslim 1.9%, other and unspecified 11.8%, none 16% (CIA)
Most common language(s) spoken:

(i.e. Bahasa Malay, Norwegian)
 English (official) 58.8%, French (official) 21.6%, other 19.6% (CIA)
How to say “hello” in most common language(s): 
English: Hello, French:  Bonjour
Literacy (the % of people who can read and write): 
definition: age 15 and over can read and write
a) total population: 99% (CIA)
b) male: 99% (CIA)
c) female: 99%(CIA)
Government
Government type:
(i.e. representative democracy, constitutional monarchy)
a parliamentary democracy, a federation, and a constitutional monarchy (CIA)
Capital:  Ottawa
Major cities: Toronto, Montreal, City of Vancouver (CIA)
Independence (what year was the country established as a modern nation-state?):
1 July 1867 (union of British North American colonies); 11 December 1931 (recognized by UK per Statute of Westminster) (CIA)
Key political leaders: (i.e. President: Barack Obama)
Prime Minister Stephen Harper (CIA)
Participation in regional organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements:
(i.e. NATO, ASEAN, NAFTA)
NAFTA, NATO (CIA)
Participation in international organizations, conventions, treaties, and agreements:
(i.e. Kyoko Protocol, United Nations, Genocide Convention) 
UN, UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNFICYP, UNHCR, UNMISS, UNRWA, UNTSO, UPU, WCO, WFTU (NGOs), WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO, ZC, G-20, G-7, G-8, G-10 (CIA)
Describe the country’s position and influence in its region:
(i.e. for China, you can say that it is an economic and political leader in Asia)
Canada is an economic and political leader in North America.
Describe the country’s position and influence internationally:
(i.e. you can say that India is one of the rising economies in the world but is not at a point where it can be called a world leader in terms of economic, military, or political influence ) 
Canada has the eleventh-largest economy in the world and is one of the world's wealthiest nations. (Wikipedia,)
Economy
GDP 


$1.77 trillion  USD                         as of year 2012 estimation (CIA)
GDP per capita:               $41,500 USD                                  as of year 2012 estimation (CIA)
Agricultural products: Wheat, Barley, flax, corn (CIA)
Industries:
motor vehicles and parts, industrial machinery, aircraft, telecommunications equipment; chemicals, plastics, fertilizers; wood pulp, timber, crude petroleum, natural gas, electricity, aluminum. (CIA)
What does the country import and export?
Export: 
1. Energy products reached $112.1 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
2. Exports of industrial goods and $116.9 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
3. Agricultural and fishing products exports 41.0 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
Import:

1. Machinery and equipment $124.7 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
2. Industrial goods and materials imports reached $98.0 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
3. Agricultural and fishing products imports $32.6 billion in 2011 (FA&IT Canada)
Which countries are your country’s biggest trade partners?
US 73.7%, UK 4.2% (2011) (CIA)
Currency:   Canadian Dollar
(i.e. USD, RMB)

Exchange rate:
(i.e. RMB 6.1 = USD 1)
1 USD = 1.0261CAD  (X-Rates)
Military
Military branches (the different parts of the military):

(i.e. Turkish Armed Forces, Turkish Land Forces) 
Total 59 thousand armed forces among which 1.8 thousand are land forces, marine is 9 thousand and air force is 13.5 thousand(CIA)
Manpower available for military service:

2010 estimation:
a) Total:   15,786,816(CIA)
b) Males:  age 16-49: 8,031,266(CIA)
c) Females: 16-49: 7,755,550 (2010 est.) (CIA)
Military expenditures (% of GDP):

1.1% of DGP (CIA)
International Issues
Military, political, and border disputes:
(i.e. my country is fighting with Y country over who the Z river belongs to)
managed maritime boundary disputes with the US at Dixon Entrance, Beaufort Sea, Strait of Juan de Fuca, and the Gulf of Maine including the disputed Machias Seal Island and North Rock; Canada and the United States dispute how to divide the Beaufort Sea and the status of the Northwest Passage but continue to work cooperatively to survey the Arctic continental shelf; US works closely with Canada to intensify security measures for monitoring and controlling legal and illegal movement of people, transport, and commodities across the international border; sovereignty dispute with Denmark over Hans Island in the Kennedy Channel between Ellesmere Island and Greenland; commencing the collection of technical evidence for submission to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf in support of claims for continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from its declared baselines in the Arctic, as stipulated in Article 76, paragraph 8, of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (CIA)

Economic disputes: 
(A country wants to sell oil to B country with no tax, but B country will not agree) 
While most of U.S.-Canada trade flows smoothly, there are occasionally bilateral trade disputes, particularly in the agricultural and cultural fields.[citation needed] Usually these issues are resolved through bilateral consultative forums or referral to World Trade Organization (WTO) or NAFTA dispute resolution.[citation needed] In May 1999, the U.S. and Canadian governments negotiated an agreement on magazines that provides increased access for the U.S. publishing industry to the Canadian market. The United States and Canada also have resolved several major issues involving fisheries. By common agreement, the two countries submitted a Gulf of Maine boundary dispute to the International Court of Justice in 1981; both accepted the court's 12 October 1984 ruling which demarcated the territorial sea boundary. A current issue between the United States and Canada is the ongoing softwood lumber dispute, as the U.S. alleges that Canada unfairly subsidizes its forestry industry. (Wikimedia)

Environmental problems: 
(i.e. pollution, melting glaciers)
Air pollution in Canada is contributed to by industrial and vehicular emissions, agriculture, construction, wood burning and energy production.[1] A recent report found that Canadian companies contributed 73% more to air pollution than companies in the United States . (Wikimedia)
Oil sands pollution: While overall pollution levels have dropped, it was found that oil sands pollution has increased by 20% since 2009.[4] According to a 2009 study, Alberta’s oil sands are one of the major causes of air pollution in Canada.  (Wikimedia)


Illicit trade (drugs, weapons, people, etc):
(i.e. heroine, machine guns) 
illicit producer of cannabis for the domestic drug market and export to US; use of hydroponics technology permits growers to plant large quantities of high-quality marijuana indoors; increasing ecstasy production, some of which is destined for the US; vulnerable to narcotics money laundering because of its mature financial services sector (CIA)

Refugees and displaced persons:
(i.e. 2,000+ people with no citizenship) 
In 2010, Canada accepted 24,696  peoples as refugees (Wikimedia)
Other disputes and issues:
In 1999 Canada and the United Arab Emirates signed their first air agreement, under which Emirati airliners would be allowed to fly into Canada six times a week. In October 2007 Emirates began offering three flights a week between Toronto and Dubai; soon after this it began requesting that Canada allow increased flights to the country as part of an expansion plan to service increased demand between Canada and the UAE, 

Negotiations between the two countries occurred for several years, but resulted in little to no progress. In June 2010, an agreement for the Canadian military to use a UAE military base to service its operations in Afghanistan expired. The UAE granted a three month extension of the military base lease, but further talks stalled and the agreement was not renewed after again expiring in October.
In November it was reported that although Air Canada objected to any increased service to Canadian destinations, Canada was prepared to offer more landing slots at Calgary and Vancouver. The UAE wasn't satisfied with anything less than more flights to Toronto, however. It was also reported that Canada's offers included a capacity cut instead of a capacity increase, meaning that the offers were of little value to the UAE and UAE negotiators were accordingly offended.
On 11 October 2010, Canada's Minister of National Defence, Peter MacKay, spoke at a news conference in Kandahar, Afghanistan, while visiting Canadian troops stating that negotiations with the UAE had failed and that the Canadian Forces would vacate Camp Mirage in compliance with the UAE's wishes. This posed a potential problem for transportation to and from Afghanistan.

Hours later MacKay, Chief of the Defence Staff General Walter Natynczyk and Veterans Affairs Minister Jean-Pierre Blackburn were on a plane back to Canada which was scheduled to land at Camp Mirage when it was denied landing rights and forced to reroute to Europe. The UAE responded to the incident saying that the Canadian government was distorting information about the incident saying that the plane had been notified ahead of time that landing rights had been suspended, and that the Canadian government was resorting to "fear tactics" to spin a negative light on the UAE in the Canadian media. The Canadian government in turn said that it would not be "blackmailed" by the UAE using its military base as a bargaining chip. (Wikipedia)
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Laura – other than copying some of the information at the end directly from the internet, this is a solid fact folder. Remember that even if you cite the sources, you cannot copy paragraphs directly from the internet. 
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�Select the most important points and write them in your own words


�Please rewrite this information in a way that would be easy for you and other students to understand 


�Rewrite in your own words


�Rewrite in your own words


�Summarize this information in your own words


�This works cited page is not perfect, but nicely done!
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